
Week 15 
Main Idea — God promised His Prophet would come. Jesus came as God’s 
promised Prophet. 

The goal of this week's lesson is teach the children about God’s promised Prophet. Just before God’s 
people were led into the promised land, in Moses’ final days as God’s leader over Israel, Moses 
promised that God would raise up a Prophet after him for Israel. When this Prophet came, Israel 
would be required to listen to Him. This week's lesson culminates in the Person of the Lord Jesus, 
who is the promised Prophet. During the feast of Tabernacles, Jesus reveals that His message comes 
directly from God who sent Him. This even causes some of the people to wonder if Jesus is the 
Prophet that they have been waiting for, which He certainly is. Therefore, if a person wants to 
experience God’s provision of satisfaction for the soul, they must come to the Prophet — the Messiah, 
the Son of Man — to receive it. 

Sunday School — Deuteronomy 18:15-22 
Preparation 
Materials: 
• Two levels of word searches to emphasize the main point 
• Prophet Coloring Page 
Set-up: 
• Print out materials. 

Bible Verse (5-10 minutes) 
John 3:36 (ESV) — “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not 
obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.” 
Memorization — Have the students repeat the Bible verse with hand motions 2-3 times. 

Song — Have the students sing “I Believe” (Seeds Family Worship, ESV) at least once. 

NOTE — Start the Bible Verse section at the beginning without waiting for students who may arrive 
late. This will preserve the allotted times for other sections. 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

"That You May Believe” 
Gospel of John



Lesson (20-25 minutes) 
Main Idea — God promised His Prophet would come. 

Pray 

Introduction (5 minutes) 

Opening activity — Do This! (Cliff’s version of Simon Says). Today, we are going to play a game that 
Cliff invented, Do This! When the leader says, “Do this!” you do it. If the leader says, “Do that!” you 
don’t do that, because the game is called, “Do this!” Once you get down to the final students, the last 
person to “do this” is out. The final student remaining, wins! 

Today, we are going to learn about a time when God gave Israel something very specific to do, and 
their lives depended on it. 

Body (15 minutes) 

Main Point — God promised His Prophet would come. 

By raising your hand, who can give me a summary of Moses’ life? He was delivered from death 
as a baby, placed in the Nile, found by Pharaoh’s daughter, raised in Pharaoh’s house, escaped to the 
desert after he killed an Egyptian, called by God to return to Egypt, pronounced judgments on Egypt, 
led God’s people out of Egypt and through the wilderness for 40 years, and then died without 
entering the promised land. 

Moses was a great leader. In fact, God said that Moses was the most humble man on the face of the 
earth. Israel had never had a leader like Moses before. 

But Moses was only a man, and eventually he would have to die. What would Israel do when their 
leader, the one who communicated God’s words to them, was gone? That is what we’ll learn about 
today! 

The Promise — Read Deuteronomy 18:15-16 

What was God’s promise to Israel? That God would raise up a prophet for them from among them. 

What is a prophet? Someone who speaks for God. They speak God’s words, and not their own. As a 
result, everything they say is true and must be obeyed. That is why Moses tells them that they will be 
required by God to listen to the prophet that is coming! 

Why did Israel need a prophet to hear God’s words? It is what they wanted! When Israel was 
gathered at Mount Sinai to receive God’s instructions, they were so afraid of the holiness of God that 
they requested someone to communicate between themselves and God. 

The Prophet — Read Deuteronomy 18:17-18 

Does God punish Israel for requesting someone to bring God’s words to them? No! In fact, God 
tells Moses that the people are right in making this request. They have responded correctly to God’s 
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awesome holiness. Therefore, God promised to raise up a prophet for them so that they could hear 
God’s instructions. This was incredibly gracious of God to do! 

What does God tell us about this coming prophet? First, God’s promised prophet will be an 
Israelite — a Jew, a member of God’s chosen people. God’s prophet would not be from a foreign 
nation. Second, God’s promised prophet will have God’s words placed in his mouth, and he will tell 
the people everything that God commands. Therefore, we see again how important it would be for 
Israel to listen to this prophet. 

The Penalty — Read Deuteronomy 18:19-20 

What will happen to the person who refuses to listen to God’s prophet? God will deal with them 
personally. There will be a penalty to pay, and that penalty is death. Failure to obey God always 
results in death. 

The Proof — Read Deuteronomy 18:21-22 

In order to listen to the prophet, Israel would have to identify the prophet. It would be easy to know 
if the prophet was Jewish, but it would be difficult to know if the prophet was truly speaking God’s 
words. How could they know if the prophet was truly from God? They would know a true 
prophet if the things they prophesied came true! Therefore, Israel would have to listen carefully to 
prophet’s message so that they could see whether or not the things they said would come true. 

Conclusion (5 minutes) 

Now that we’ve learned about God’s promise to send a prophet, I ask you this question: has 
God fulfilled His promise? Yes!  

How has God fulfilled this promise? After hundreds of years, this promise was fulfilled when God 
sent His Son, Jesus, to Israel. Because Jesus is God's promised Prophet, Israel's responsibility was to 
listen to Jesus! Jesus predicted that He would die, and be raised on the third day — and it happened 
just as He said. He is the true Prophet, the true mediator between God and man, telling the world 
everything that God commands. While some obeyed God by listening to His Son, many did not. Does 
anyone remember the penalty for not listening to God's chosen prophet? Death! 

Therefore, understand today that Jesus came as God’s promised Prophet, and that as a result, you 
must listen to Jesus. He is the only one who can save you from death. Turn from your sin, turn to 
Jesus for salvation, and you will not face eternal death, but have eternal life. 

Pray 

Lesson Activities (20-25 minutes) 
Secret Word — Deuteronomy 
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Children’s Church — John 7:1-52  1
Preparation 
Materials: 
• Two levels of word searches to emphasize the main point 
• Living Water Coloring Page 
• Optional — Clear water cup, full water bottle for illustration. 
Set-up: 
• Print out materials 

Bible Verse (5-10 minutes) 
John 3:36 (ESV) — “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not 
obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.” 
Memorization — Have the students repeat the Bible verse with hand motions 2-3 times. 

Song — Have the students sing “I Believe” (Seeds Family Worship, ESV) at least once.  

NOTE — Starting with the Bible verse in Children’s Church will help the children get some 
movement in before the lesson starts. 

Lesson (20-25 minutes) 
Main Idea — Jesus came as God’s promised Prophet. 

Pray 

Introduction (5 minutes) 

This morning in Sunday school, we learned that God made a promise to send Israel a prophet. This 
prophet would be an Israelite, and he would also speak God’s words. What was Israel supposed to do 
when this prophet arrived? Listen to him! Because this prophet would communicate God’s commands 
to the people, they would be required to listen to His words and obey them. Before we look at Jesus, 
who is God’s promised Prophet, let’s put our listening and obedience skills to the test. 

Opening activity — Do This! (Cliff’s version of Simon Says). Today, we are going to play a game that 
Cliff invented, Do This! When the leader says, “Do this!” you do it. If the leader says, “Do that!” you 
don’t do that, because the game is called, “Do this!” Once you get down to the final students, the last 
person to “do this” is out. The final student remaining, wins! 

Now we turn to the Lord Jesus Christ so that we can listen to Him. 

 Remember — This is a large passage, and you won’t be able to cover every detail. Try to focus on the most important 1

aspects.
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Body (15 minutes) 

Main Idea — Jesus came as God’s promised Prophet. This passage will show us that we can believe 
that statement with confidence. 

But today’s lesson must begin with Israel, and not Jesus. What did they think of the man Jesus? 

The Man — Read John 7:40-44 

Does all Israel agree on who Jesus is? No! 

What are some of the things that Israel says about Jesus? That He is the Prophet. That He is the 
Messiah. That He should be arrested! 

There is a lot of confusion about Jesus. But if we focus on Jesus’ words, it will become clear to us that 
Jesus is God’s promised Prophet. 

The Message — Read John 7:16-18 

What does Jesus say about His message? That it is not His own, but that it comes from God! This 
was the requirement for a person to be a prophet — that they spoke only God’s words, and not their 
own. 

Similar to Moses, a prophet who God called the most humble man on earth, Jesus’ humility is 
revealed here. If He were to speak His own message, it would reveal that He wanted all the glory. 
Instead, He speaks the Father’s message because He wants the honor and glory to go to the Father 
who sent Him (7:18). 

The Messenger — Read John 7:28-29 

As the people argue about whether or not Jesus could be God’s Messiah, Jesus makes an important 
statement. Even though Jesus had a normal upbringing, they were familiar with Him, and they knew 
He was from Nazareth, there was something they missed. They didn’t really know who Jesus was. 

What truth did they miss about Jesus? Jesus didn't come on His own, He was sent by God! He’s not 
a megastar seeking glory for Himself, He is a messenger seeking glory for His Father!  

What makes this important is what this means for Israel. According to Jesus, the reason they couldn’t 
understand that He was a messenger was because they didn’t really know the One who sent Him. 
They didn’t know Jesus because they didn’t truly know God the Father. 

If you don’t truly know God, you are dead. You have no life. That’s very bad news! But there is good 
news! Because the Father is gracious, He sent His Son — the One who knows the Father perfectly — 
to the people so that they could come to know the Father! That is amazing! God doesn't leave us 
spiritually dead, but He sends Jesus so that we can truly live! Which brings us to our final point: 

The Mission — Read John 7:37-38 

According to Jesus, what was His mission? His mission was to offer rivers of living water from the 
Father to a world filled with thirsty sinners. Who can tell me what it feels like to be thirsty? 

Because of sin, the human soul has no lack of thirst (craving) for things that don’t satisfy — all the 
things of the world.  
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Optional Illustration — Hold up an empty cup. “Thirsting after the things of the world is like drinking 
from an empty cup - it never satisfies our souls. Or worse - it's like filling this cup with poison that kills 
you once you drink it.” 

Fill up the cup with water. “But thirsting after Jesus means that your soul will be satisfied forever in Him. 
Imagine this cup constantly being filled with living water - it never runs out, it is always satisfying, it is 
good for you.” 

But Jesus gives you an invitation — Come! If you have thirst, come and satisfy your soul with Me. For 
this has been God’s plan all along (according to the Scriptures) — to send His Holy Spirit to live 
inside believers and become a river flowing with spiritual satisfaction that will never run dry.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Conclusion (5 minutes) 

Jesus came as God’s promised Prophet (and also God’s promised Messiah, the Son of Man, etc). And 
He came so that you could have living water. He came so that you could be satisfied forever! 

The question is this — How will you respond to Jesus’ offer of living waters. Will you reject His free 
offer of living water? Or will you recognize how thirsty your soul is for satisfaction, and come to Him 
that you might drink freely of His grace forever? 

Pray 

Lesson Activities (20-25 minutes) 
Secret Word — Tabernacle
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